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August 18, 2008

Scott McNealy
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Sun Microsystems, Inc.
4150 Network Circle

Santa Clara, CA 95054 USA

How Students Might Help the Open Textbeok Movement
Dear Mr. McNealy:

We recently learned of your vision and passion to create open, online
textbooks. Would you have a half-hour to meet to discuss how we might
help your efforts?

We are a group of thousands of students on 30 California campuses
working to make college in California more affordable. We have
infrastructure support from the Greenlining Institute, a multi-ethnic policy
organization based in Berkeley.

Because so many students have difficulty affording outrageous textbook
prices, last year we organized students statewide to pass AB 1548, a
textbook pricing transparency bill. By the time AB 1548 was signed into
law, it was so distorted by pressure from the textbook lobbyists that we
had dropped our sponsorship.

We want textbooks to go the way of Encyclopedia Brittanica. We are
willing to be the foot soldiers in this effort online and on campuses all
over the state. Please let us know how we can help you — organizing
students, lobbying legislators, blogging, spreading the word online, or
whatever else.

We look forward to meeting with you.
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